By E. G. GRAHAM LITTLE, M.D. THE patient, a woman, aged about 65, sent to the exhibitor by Dr. Travers Smith, had a growth on the upper and inner part of the right leg near the knee. The exhibitor showed the case as one of hypertrophic lichen planus, being influenced to make this diagnosis by a patch of lichenified skin, 4 in. by 2 in., on the outer and upper aspect of the same leg, which suggested this diagnosis. The growth was more doubtful in character. It was the size of the palm of one's hand, and consisted of lobulated warty excrescences closely grouped, raised quite j in. from the surrounding surface; and in the interstices of the excrescences a very evil-smelling discharge collected. The growth had persisted practically unchanged for three or four years; there was no enlargement of glands in the right groin, and there had not been any ulceration on the surface. There was much itching of the skin affected. No lesion of lichen planus elsewhere than on the leg could be seen, and there was no history of such in the past. The mucous membranes were unaffected.
Sections from the most prominent part of the tumour had been made from two sites and submitted to examination,by Dr. E. H. Kettle, who had had a long experience in malignant growths as Pathologist to the Cancer Hospital. Both examinations resulted in a denial of any evidence of malignancy. The exhibitor had seen the sections on both occasions, one taken in September and one taken during the last week. In favour of the diagnosis of lichen planus was the greatly increased thickness of the granular layer of the epidermis. There was some proliferation downwards of the epidermis, but no dissemination of epithelial cells in the corium. There was much inflammatory infiltration round the epidermal downgrowths and considerable increase of pigment cells.
